1924: ZAGHLUL'S YEAR
judged insufficiently devoted to his regime, and by taking
suppressive measures against his political opponents,
Zashiul fastened a tyrannical hold on the country; and
then decided to provoke a struggle with King Fuad and
to deprive the throne of any power to oppose his dicta-
torial behests. He did this on November 16 by a sudden
resignation, by implying that it was owing to the King's
intrigues, and by mobilizing his army of students and
roughs to parade the streets and demonstrate for his
return. His manoeuvre culminated in a two-hour
audience of the King, at which he withdrew7 his resigna-
tion after exacting certain undertakings from him, while
outside the Palace his well-drilled student "soldiers' kept
up a continual cry of "Saad or Revolution". On leaving
the Palace Zaghlul openly thanked and dismissed them.
Zaghlul was nowT at the height of his power and may
have dreamed of a dictatorship like that of Mustapha
Kernal in Turkey. He felt himself strong enough to treat
the head of Allenby's staff", who had been sent to discuss
the question of the judicial advisership, with such rude
truculence that he had to be reminded that he was
speaking to the representative of the British Govern-
ment. Seldom has retribution for abuse of power been
swifter; within three days of his triumph at the Palace
a crime caused by his own failure to control the reckless
violence of his extremists was to lead to his fall from
power.
On November 19, a little after 1.30 P.M., the Sirdar,
Sir Lee Stack, was shot at and wounded in three places
while driving home from the Ministry of War. His
A.D.C., Captain P. K. Campbell, of the Black Watch,
and the chauffeur, an Australian ex-soldier named Marsh,
were also hit by bullets. The shots were fired by several
persons of the Effendi class, who then escaped In a waiting
taxi-cab. A bomb wra$ also thrown, but did aot explode.
The crime was committed as the car slowed down at the
in